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BRITISH GREETINGS TO 
LIBERATED GREECE 


The following telegram has been sent by 
Canon J. A. Douglas, Secretary of the Church 
of England Council on Foreign Relations, to 
the Archbishop of Athens :— 


“The Archbishop of Canterbury bids me 
tell Your Beatitude that we sing to-day “Te 
Deum’ for the Liberation of Athens, the 
beloved mother of Western culture and of 
Christian freedom. For three and a half 
tragic years we have sorrowed but have 
thanked God for the terrible sufferings of 
heroic Greece in her great fight for Christian 
‘freedom. We have been strengthened by the 
splendid loyalty of Orthodox Greece to her 
friendship with Christian England and we 
have gloried in the fearless courage mani- 
fested by her bishops, clergy and faithful 
laity and in your own brave leadership. God 
grant Greece healing of her wounds and full 
recompense in the days of the coming peace.” 


A special service of Thanksgiving for the « 


liberation of Athens was held in St. Paul’s 
Cathedral on October 19th. The service was 
-attended by the King of the Hellenes and 
Princess Alexander of Greece. King George 
VI, the British Prime Minister and Foreign 
Secretary were represented. 


The Bishop of London and the clergy of 
St. Paul’s, the Greek Archbishop of Thya- 
teira, Archbishop Germanos, and the clergy 
and choir of the Greek Cathedral all took 

' part in the service. 


MORE CHRISTIAN GREETINGS 
FROM FRANCE 


It will be remembered that the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York sent greetings to 
the Roman Catholic and Protestant leaders 
of French Christianity on the liberation of 
France from the enemy. 
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Acknowledgments from Pastor Boegner 
were printed in Spiritual Issues, No. 256. 
We are able this week to print a translation 
of a letter received by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury from the Archbishop of Rheims. 


“Rheims, October 6th, 1944. 
Your Grace, 


The Archbishop of Rheims, Primate of 
Belgian Gaul (an old title for the Northern 
part of France.—ED.) received the friendly 
message of the Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York, primates of England, with great 
joy. He thanks them most warmly for shar- 
ing the sentiments which the French are 
experiencing at the liberation of their 
territory, fouled for such a long time by the 


oppressor. With them he desires and hopes 

for happy collaboration between England and gctad 
France for the establishment and the mainte- 3 
nance of a just and durable peace, founded : 


on the God-given Natural Law. He prays 
the Almighty to give His blessing to these 
two friendly nations so that they may work inet 
together for the coming of His Kingdom in ~=— 
a world made new. 
The Archbishop of Rheims begs the Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury and York to accept 
his fraternal greetings. 
(Signed) Louis, 
Archbishop of Rheims.” 


“WORLD ORGANISATION MUST 
CONFORM TO GOD’S LAW” | 


—U.S.A. CHURCHMEN 


“Only a world organization ‘which con- 
forms to the law of God and opens the way 
for the expression of the spirit of Christ in © 
the community of nations,’ will contribute — 
to lasting peace, the Commission on a Just — 
and Durable Peace of the Federal Council of 
Churches emphasized in a statement issued 
at its fall meeting in New York. , 


“Such a world organization, it added, mus 


of existing order nor merely repressive, but_ 
‘must deal constructively with the underlying 
causes of war.’ , 


“Tn cataloguing these causes the Commis- 
sion included ‘quest for power, economic, and 
political maladjustment, exploitation of co- 
lonial relationships, racial discrimination, 
and the denial to individuals of spiritual and 
intellectual freedom.’ 


“Making clear that it did not expect the 
impossible, the Commission said, ‘We know 
that any world organization now created is 
bound to be imperfect and that the future 
will have to mould it.’ 


“‘But we hope,’ the statement declared, 
‘that any initial defects will not involve such 
violations of fundamental principle as would 
drive men to reject the moral authority of 
the organization. We deem it essential that 
it quickly become the nucleus of a cooperative 
effort which will give all people a sense of 
creative fellowship.’ 


“Tn its comments on current discussions of 
international order, the Commission warned 
that force of itself cannot achieve peace but 
must be made the servant of just law, and 
that no arrangement for the use of force 
should even in appearance be a device 
whereby the strong impose their will upon 
the weak. 


““Tf an organization of force is brought 
into being under such conditions that the pur- 
poses for which it may be used are ill-defined 
and unpredictable,’ the Commission said, ‘it 
will stimulate rivalry among those who will 
seek to control it and thus undermine the 
whole effort for peace.’ 


“The Commission asserted that ‘in their 
origin, any international principles which are 
to govern the use of force and determine 
when and against whom force shall be 
brought into play ought to reflect the bal- 
anced judgment of all the nations.’ 


“Forty-five members of the Commission 
participated in drawing up the statement, 
which was unanimously adopted. In the ab- 
sence of John Foster Dulles, who was con- 
valescing at his home after an operation, 
Dr. John A. Mackay, president of the Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, and Dr. Albert W. 
Palmer, president of Chicago Theological 
Seminary, presided.” 

—The Living Church, 
October Ist, 1944. 


- WORLD'S EVANGELIC 


not be merely an agency for the maintenance 


_ Message to Continental Christians 
~The World’s Evangelical Alliance sends — 
the following message to representatives of 


Christian Churches in Continental lands :— 


“Dear Brethren and Friends, 


“On behalf of the British Organization of 
the World’s Evangelical Alliance we greet 
you warmly in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
common Lord and Master. During the past 
five years of world war we have rejoiced to 
welcome your presence in our land as rep- 
resenting your national Christian witness, © 
and to have fellowship with you in united — 
Christian gatherings: where international — 
friendship and co-operation have -been — 
cemented. : 


“It has been a joy to form new personal ~ 
friendships, and we have realized how truly ~ 
you and we are one in spiritual faith and — 
purpose. : 


“Tt is indeed to promote and manifest the — 
unity of the one Church of Christ that the 
World’s Evangelical Alliance exists—not the — 
unity which depends on organization, but — 
the unity created by the indwelling of the © 
Holy Spirit who is the inspirer of all true © 
life. We rejoice to recognize that the one © 
Church of Christ exists wherever humble be- — 
lievers are united in the name of the Re- — 
deemer, whose will as the Head of the 
Church they seek to know and obey. Amid — 
the darkness of the world the light of that — 
Church shines with a glory not of earth.” 


“Many of you will, when the war ends, — 
be returning to your own countries, and we 
trust that the happy associations formed — 
with you of late may be continued in appro- 
priate ways during days of peace with their 
enhanced. opportunities. Christian recon- 
struction is and will be the active and con-— 
tinued task of the World’s Evangelical Alli- © 
ance in Europe, to which our prayers and~ 
practical help will at all times be directed. — 
We shall be glad if as you resume the Evan- — 


gelical work of your communities we can in |. 


any way co-operate with you and be your 
helpers. We hope to be able at mutually con- © 
venient times to. send visitors from among — 
us to confer with you as to the promotion of — 
Christ’s cause in your land, especially liberty — 
of conscience and worship and evangelism. 
We feel, as we know you do, that the one 
hope of Europe lies in the acceptance and 
enthronement of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and King. i 


we that the ord will Sriclouiy 
: bless you, and us, in all we seek to do for the 
healing of the wounds of the nations and the 
Shuiiding up of that Kingdom for which we 
all pray daily in the words of the Lord’s 

' Prayer, the Kingdom which is ‘righteousness, 
_and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.’ 


“We ask that this message may be re- 
printed in any publication which circulates 
amongst your nationals in this country and 
countries of Europe.” 


The letter is signed by Vice-Presidents and 
Officers of the Alliance. 


THE LEGITIMATE RANGE OF ANGER 
—A WORD FROM THE PAST 


The following passage from Aristotle’s 
Ethics (Book IV) may be of interest in con- 
nection with recent discussions: 


“Anger being a passion excited by a 
variety of different causes, and under a 
_variety of different circumstances, it can 
_only be commendable when it results from 

a proper cause, is directed towards proper 
_ objects, is seasonable in its commencement, 
moderate in its degree and limited in its 
duration. If meekness be a praiseworthy 
quality, even the meek man must be affected 
with anger under the conditions above 
specified. For meekness denotes freedom 
-_ from unreasonable perturbation, and a due 
resistance to passion, in compliance with the 
higher powers of our nature; inclining, 
indeed, to the defective extreme: since a 
meek man is not resentful of injuries, but 
_ always prone to pardon them. The incapacity 
of feeling just provocation is certainly a 
_ fault; which, when it proceeds beyond a cer- 
tain pitch, borders on folly; it denotes a 
stupid insensibility of character; and he who 
does not feel wrongs as he ought, cannot be 
well qualified to repel them; he will submit, 
i with the meanness of a slave, to insults 
- offered either to himself or to his friends. An 
excessive propensity to anger displays itself_ 
in a great variety of ways; it is excited by 
~improper causes, and is determined towards 
improper objects; it appears in immoderate 
- or excessive degrees; in some men it bursts 
forth suddenly into intemperate rage; in 
others, it settles into unjustifiable and per- 
manent resentment. All those extravagancies 
of passion do not take place at once; for, 
_ multiplied excesses of vice are destructive of 
- each other; and should they fall with their 
full weight on one individual, their burden 
would be intolerable. Irascible men, though 


_ all the conditions, as to time, place, person, 


moved to passion too suddenly, in immoderate 


degrees, and on improper occasions, are yet 
easily pacified; if they be soon angry, they 
are also soon pleased, which is the best cir- 
cumstance attending them; and which hap- 
pens from this, that they do not restrain 
their passion, but give free vent to it; their 
quickness of temper plainly showing their 
affections and intentions, which they have no 
sooner made manifest than they are ready to 
be appeased. The excess of this disposition, 
which takes offence against every person, 
and on even the slightest occasion, receives 
its name, in Greek, from two w ords denoting 
the sharpest asperity of choler. The resentful 
and implacable temper retains anger long, 
because it doés not give free vent to it; for, 
to vent anger in vengeance naturally ap- 
peases it, by ‘substituting pleasure in the 
stead of pain; but passion restrained, gathers 
strength by compression: and as it remains 
hid within the breast, the gentle power of 
persuasion cannot be applied for its allevia- 
tion ; it must be digested by the internal 
vigour of the constitution, which is a work 
of time. A fell and savage temper directs its 
immediate anger against improper objects, 
and is implacable in its resentment, until it 
it fully satiated with vengeance. The excesses 
of anger are more opposite than its defects 
to the virtue of meekness ; because they occur 
more frequently; because human nature is — 
too prone to be immoderate in its resentment; 
and because persons of irascible and queru- 
lous tempers are the most troublesome to live © 
with. From what was above observed, it is 
plain that words cannot accurately express 


cause, and degree, which render anger praise- Ce 
worthy or blamable. He who deviatesa little — 
on either side from the exact point of pro- a 
priety escapes blame, because his slight error 
escapes observation. The incapacity of feel- - 
ing or resenting an injury is sometimes 
praised as meekness; too strong a propensity 
to anger is sometimes extolled as manhood, 
and regarded as indicating a disposition fit 
for command. The precise middle point, in 
which alone propriety consists, cannot accur- 
ately be ascertained in words, because it is” 
determined only by a perception of sense; 
and the senses do not perceive minute varia- — 
tions. This, however, is plain, that the mid- 
dle habit is laudable, and the extremes blam- 
able, more or less, in exact proportion to feet > 
greater or lesser deviations, in point of all, 
or any, of the c onditions... above specified. — ee 
This laudable. mediocrity, therefore, OuEnE ioe é 
be our constant aim.” ScHans } 
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BISHOP HOBSON’S SERMON IN 
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL 


The Bishop of Albany and the Bishop of 
Southern Ohio preached in Canterbury Ca- 
thedral on Sunday, October 22nd. 


The following is an extract from the ser- 
mon of Bishop Hobson, of Southern Ohio :-— 


“During the years of war, in our agony 
and suffering, many truths have been re- 
discovered which are essential for man’s de- 
velopment and well-being. Among these there 
is the truth that attack, and only attack, can 
win victory. The Maginot Line, Dunkirk, 
Pearl Harbour and Singapore are all sad 
symbols of defensive strategy, but the truth 
is that the military attitude of any army 1s 
but a reflection of the strategy of mind and 
of soul of the people that army represents. 
We, the people of Great Britain and America, 
drifted into defensive strategy. We were so 
anxious to play safe, to enjoy our comforts, 
in a state of what proved to be false security. 
We refused to take the offensive against at- 
tacks which were being made against, and 
actually concerned with, great moral issues. 
We sat back behind what we thought would 
be protecting walls when Japan invaded 
Manchuria, when Italy attacked and ravaged 
Ethiopia, when Germany marched into Aus- 
tria and Czechoslovakia. We were afraid to 
demand justice, the protection of the weak, 
freedom for the oppressed, and fair play, be- 
cause we were on the defensive and refused 


_ to recognize the truth that it is the attack 


which wins. We now know that we must 
attack and continue to attack, for that is the 
way to victory. 


“However, this war will not be over when 
our terms of unconditional surrender are 
accepted by our enemies. The military con- 
flict is just one phase of the moral struggle 
which we, as God’s children, are called to 
wage against all that denies the eternal 
principles of justice, honesty and truth, 
which are essential for life. The battle will 
go on and in that battle attack, and attack 
only, will win in peace as in war. We are 
called to make ourselves effective in the 
winning of war; we are called to exert our 
supreme effort to fight through, and then to 
choose, and to be ready to struggle for the 


' moral principles of life in the days of peace. 


“We must make sure that we are willing 
to pay the cost in order to be just, honest, 
truthful, unselfish and courageous. Taking 


our stand on moral principles for ourselves, 


we must go forth in a constant struggle to 
ensure that all men everywhere shall enjoy 
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those same privileges and have a 


chance to 

maintain them against attack by all who deny | 
the rights which God has bestowed upon all — 
men. In the continuing warfare of life we + 
should hold to the way revealed in and by © 
Christ; we must be bound together in united © 
action against all who oppose God, and go © 
forth with unfaltering courage to struggle | 
for the fulfillment of His purpose. This is the © 
real battle, this is the attack on evil and this © 
is the attack which will win the true victory 
for in this Britain and America have found 
their souls, and have found their training. | 
They must fight together, attack together, | 
for this victory.” ‘ 


BALTIC CHURCHES’ DIFFICULTIES 4 
UNDER THE GERMANS 


The Swedish daily paper, Svenska Mor- — 
gonbladet, connected with the Swedish Free — 
Churches, gave some news about the churches ~ 
in Latvia in its issue on August 29. “In the | 
little towns of the Province of Latvia, the | 
churches were often used as army shops or | 
as meeting places for Lidumnieas, an organi- ~ 
zation which corresponds to the Schalburg | 
Corps in Denmark (a Danish Nazi organiza- 
tion. ED.). It was necessary to hold relig- — 
ious services in the open air. The ancient ~ 
church of Runo and the new church on this ~ 
island are occupied by the military. The old © 
church has been turned into a shop and the ~ 
new church is used by the Germans as a 
meeting hall, where according to authentic © 
information they hold bacchic orgies. The ~ 
Germans have taken the objets dart and ~ 
silver from, the Baltic churches. Deutsche ~ 
Zeitung Ostland has recently published a — 
leader, in which the Germans threaten those ~ 
who call them robber knights. They have ~ 
not stolen all these valuable objects, but they ~ 
have taken them in order to place them in ~ 
safety in Germany and to give them back to 
the Baltic peoples after the war, they say. © 
The bells in the Baltic churches were con-— 
fiscated a long time ago, but in several places © 
such as Osel, Dagé and other parishes the 
people forestalled the Germans and hid the 
bells. All searches were in vain. The | 
Russians state that the bells are now once 
more ringing at Krustpils, Daugapils and in — 
other places reconquered by them and that ~ 
no Baltic priest has lost his life during the — 


liberation. All have been re-established in | 


their ministry and the Word of God is — 
preached anew in the liberated Baltic 7” 
parishes, in the Catholic churches as well as _ 
in the Orthodox and Protestant churches.” 


(A large part of Latvia has now been lib- © 
erated by the Russians.—ED.) 


